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A GREAT LAWYER. 

A truly Great Lawyer is orle of the highest pro- 

ducts of civilization. He is a master of the science 
of human experience. H e  sells his clients the results 
of that experience, and is thus the merchant of wis- 

dom. The labors of many generations of legislators 
and judges enrich his stores. His learnirg is sa%- 
cient to enable him to realize the comparative little-

ness of ,211 human achievements. He has outlived the 
ambition of display before courts and juries. He 
loves justice, law, and peace. 

H e  has learned to bear criticism witliont irritation; 

censure without anger; and cnlnmny without retalia- 
tion. H e  has learned how surely all schemes of evil 

bring disaster to those who support them ; and that 

the granite shaft of a noble reputation cannot be de- 

stroyed by the poisoned breath of slander. 

A Great Lawyer will not do a mean thing for 

money. H e  hates vice, and delights to stand forth a 

conquering champion of virtue. The good opirlions 

of the just are precious in his esteem ; but neither 
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Governments, corporations, merchants, manufactnr- 

ers, and producers, apply to him for guidance. I t  is 

his business to know the principles which govern their 
various affairs, and the rules under which disaster may 
be avoided, and success attained. H e  studies thousands 

of cases which illustrate and declare the ways of pros- 

perity in bnsiness, and the secret causes of calamity 
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cable adjustment will be fruitless, the lawyer shollld 

try to effect a settlement. And the client should be 
as willing to pay for the results of a litigation, with- 
ont the litigation, as for the same results burdened 

by delay, vexation, and increased expenses. Thus the 
true interest of the client is the true interest of the 
lawyer ;and peace-making better than strife. 

If i t  be said that such lawyers as are here described 
are not abundant, i t  may be replied that the supply 
is probably equal to the demand ; and that the pro- 
fession will doubtless conform to this ideal as 

as the conlrnunity may require. But the number of 
really good lawyers is very great ;and if sought for, 

they are easily found. Scarcely any comrnrmity is 
without them, and the fidelity of the profession as a 

whole, to the trusts committed to its charge, is one of 

its crowning distinctions. I t  has its vagabonds and 
imposters, like other callings, but they are more 

easily known and shunned than those of almost anv 
other pursuit. I t  is not a difficdt matter to learn 

.the legal, moral, and social character of any member 
of the profession ;and if one choose to patronize a 

mock-auction, he should not complain of the wares he 
is sure to receive there. 

The architects of civil government must neeessarilp 

be la~vyers. Untrained hands can no more draw con- 

stitutions, statutes, and ordinances, than build ships, 
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or erect temples. It is the work of the lawyer, in the 

higher walks of the profession, to discover, invent, 

preserve, fortify, defend, and vindicate the best meam 

of secnring " life, liberty, and the pnrsuit of happi- 
ness. " Could any calling be more beneficial to the 

community, or Inore honorable to those who follow i t  
faithfully ? 

Unfortunately, there are members of the legal pro- 
fession who are not lawyers. One nlay be familiar 

with law-books ; may practice law, and may even act 
as judge, and still mot be a lawyer in the true sense 

of the term. With ordinary talent and industry, one 
may follow law as a trade with a fair measure of ap-
parent success. With great intellectual and moral 
endowments, and a natnral taste for jurisprudence 
as the science of human affairs, he may, by prodigious 
labor and the blessing of Providence, become an emi- 
nent lawyer. 

The gift of eloquence is as dangerous to a lawyer, 

as tllat of beanty is to a woman. I t  tempts its pos- 
sessor to build his lionse upon the sand of a mere ac- 
complishment, instead of the enduring rock of an in- 

formed and cultivated judgment. But as great merit 
and beauty are sometimes found united in the same 
person, 6 0  also are brilliant eloquence, and equal i n -
tellectual power. 

The higl:hest type of lawyer must be, in the truest 



sense, a Christian gentleman. H o v ~  shall he nnder. 
stand the spirit of the law, if he learn i t  not at  the 

feet of the Supreme Law-giver ? How shall he advise 
the tribunals of justice, if he learn not wisdom of Him 

who alone is perfectly just? How shall he counsel 
concession to avoid controversy, if he be not taught 

by the Divine Counsellor, who is the Prince of Peace ? 
Swh a lawyer thrives, not on the misfortunes, but on 

the prosperity, of his fellow men. His fortune in- 
creases with their success. They rely upon his jndg- 
ment with confidence, and on his fidelity withont fear. 

Officers of thejudicial courts; colinsellors of the 
highest human tribunals; sworn upholders of the con- 
stitution and the laws, and defenders of private and 

public rights; ministers of justice and equity; the 

character and conduct of lawyers can never be a matter 

of indifference to the public mind. 
Intimately connected with the administration of the 

govern~nent, and largely concerned in all that consti- 

tutes the greatness of the nation, the virtues of the 
legal profession, and the honors of the leaders of the 
bar, are in~epayi~ble from the national fame. 

1f suc]l a lawyer be elevated to the bench, his 
virtlles shine with a brighter lustre, and his labors are 
crowned with higher and more far-reaching results. 
11~discerns the soulof justice in the forms of law: 

pelletrates the disgnises of wrong; and so applies the 








